
Principal’s Message 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians of Fulford Elementary School: 

The commitment we have made to continue striving for academic excellence is one 
in which the staff of Fulford Elementary School is always building upon.  As we 
build a winning team—structured and wired for success, we are engaged in pro-
moting literacy across all content and subject areas.  Your children have been ex-
posed to rigorous instruction that has facilitated them with becoming independ-
ent learners and critical thinkers as they are exposed to the new requirements of 
the Florida State Standards.  

The commitment of our parents is vital to our success.  Your partnership will def-
initely help us achieve our one goal, the only goal– student achievement.  Remem-
ber, “it takes a village to raise a child.”  I look forward to all of the new accom-
plishments your children will attain during the last half of the school year.  

Sincerely, 

Dr. Jean E. Teal, Principal 

 School Contact Information: 305-949-3425  and http://fulford.dadeschools.net 
 

“Building a Winning Team– Structured and Wired for Success!” 
 

Watch for this yellow 
folder every Tuesday.  It 
contains important notices 

and information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARACTER 
COUNTS 

January:  
Integrity 

 

February: 
Respect 

 

March: 
Cooperation 

Dr .  Jean E .  Teal ,  Pr inc ipa l  
Mi leydis  Torrens,  Assistant Pr inc ipa l  
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Elementary School News 

Information Center 

2nd Quarter Report Card:  

January 28, 2015  

3rd Quarter Dates:  

January 20, 2015  - March 19, 2015 

 

FAMILY LITERACY NIGHT: 

January 28, 2015:  6:00 p.m.— 

7:30 p.m. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR: 

January 26-28, 2015 

Hours of Operation:  

7:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m.  

January 28th– 6:00 p.m.—6:30 p.m. 

Price Range: 

$ 4.00 and up 

Testing Information: 
 

VPK Assessment-  1/06-2/4/15 
 

Grade 3 Portfolio– Feb—May 2015 
 

NAEP Assessment: Select 4th Gr. 
Stdnts– 1/29/15 

 

FSA Assessments–  
Writing: Grs. 3-5: 3/2-3/13/15 

 

Eng./L.A. and Math: Grs. 3-4: 3/16-
4/10/15 

 

Eng./L.A. and Math: Gr. 5: 4/13-5/08/15 
 

CELLA Assessment– 2/16/15—4/03/15 
 

SAT: Grs. K-2: 4/13-4/17/15 
 

FCAT 2.0 Science: Gr. 5: 4/13-5/8/15 
 

Mid-Year Science Assessment: Gr. 5– 
2/9-13/2015 

 
NO SCHOOL   

 
February 16, 2015– President’s Day 
 
February 17, 2015– Teacher Planning 
Day 
 
March 23-27, 2015– Spring Break 

School Hours/
Early Dismissal 

 
Grades PK-1st 

8:20 a.m. -1:50 p.m. 
 

Grades 2nd-5th 
8:35 a.m. -3:05 p.m. 

 
Wednesday 

All students are dismissed at 
1:50 p.m. 

Tuesday
  

Take Home Folde
r 



                        The Fulford Elementary Pre-Kindergarten class started off the third nine weeks 
very busy. We began the year focusing on the classroom and our families and exploring the 
community beyond our immediate surroundings. We will now transition into identifying shapes 
within objects seen within our surroundings.  In addition, we are focusing on identifying quanti-
ties.  

 We continue to learn new letters of the alphabet, explore compound words, and prac-
tice writing our names. We have fun creating art activities and reading books such as Not a Box 
in order to help us reach our learning goals.  

  

 Kindergarten will be covering Key Details on "What do living things need to 
grow?"  An example can be an illustration of a baby that will change to an adult as he or she 
grows. In addition, we will focus on singular nouns and plural nouns with (s) or (es). 

  In Mathematics, we will be covering Topic VIII which is Representing Counting and 
Writing Numbers 20 and beyond. Counting and enumerating beans or beads can be used as an 
excellent small activity. 

 The second grade team would like to thank the parents for a successful mid-
school year.  As we reflect on the first and second nine weeks, it is evident that our stu-
dents have accomplished many wonderful things.   They have worked very hard in math to 
understand place value, regrouping, and money, just to name a few. We will now be focus-
ing on telling time.  

 In Reading Language Arts we have read different genres and have used a multi-
tude of graphic organizers in order to master our skills.  It is important that your child reads 
every night as part of their homelearning in order to continue developing their vocabulary 
and comprehension skills. 

 Please continue to check home learning activities as well as utilizing the many 
technology programs we have in place for our students to shine.  Our quarter ended with a 
bang!  Once again, we thank you, for your continuous support.   Second grade is working 
hard to live out this year’s school theme…we are structured and wired for 
success! 

 The First grade objectives in Reading will be Comparing and Contrasting Texts, Se-
quencing Order of Events, and Main Idea and Key Details using text evidence in the story from 
most Genres (folktales, fiction and nonfiction). The stories will be all about animals. In addition, 
we have been writing in journals using many adjectives, nouns, verbs (past and present), pro-
nouns and contractions. Our classes will be adding adverbs to our writing and word jars, 
too. We will continue to learn many vocabulary words to use in our daily collaborations about 
our stories. 

   In Mathematics, we will be "Comparing Numbers on a Graph" using the vocabulary 
words “fewer and more” to compare 2 objects/numbers and “fewest and most” to compare more 
than 2 objects/numbers. We will also input our own data, as we cover "Representing and Inter-
preting Data" with tally marks.  
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Pre-K and Kindergarten 

First Grade 

Second Grade 

 Reading is so im-
portant, so please 
read to your child. 

 Let them read to 
you. 

 Ask them ques-
tions about what 
they have read. 

 Check your child’s 
Home Learning 
every night. 



     Peek in Third grade and you will often see continuous collaboration. It is important for each third grade 
student to master comprehension in order to be successful on the MAFS Assessments.  Students have been 
working with acquiring more vocabulary words through the use of their vocabulary journals.  This will broaden 
their vocabulary and help them with their reading, math and science in order to identify words’ meanings 
within the various texts. 

    Our mathematical explorations have expanded into fractions, and we are refining our strategies for finding 
the greater and fewer quantities represented by fractions. The primary strategies used now include knowing 
the benchmark fractions, utilizing symbols correctly, and identifying the numerator and denominator. Mathe-
matical fluency is critical. Incorporate math into your daily lives such as when shopping, cooking, driving/
walking to school, etc.  If students know basic addition, subtraction, place value, and their multiplication facts, 
they will be more successful when encountering problem solving . 

     Portfolios will be starting soon for our third grade students.  This is a series of reading passages that will 
measure their understanding of the Florida State Standards for Reading.  This is one of the many opportuni-
ties students have to show mastery of the third grade standards.  Please speak to your children about taking 
the  Portfolios seriously and trying their best! 

 Fourth grade is soaring into its third quarter of the school year and students will continue to read 
and think critically while making connections about texts read.   Within the various pieces of texts, our con-
tinued focus is building and strengthening comprehension skills via the development of vocabulary and 
comprehension of literal and figurative language.   Florida State Standards expect students to analyze and 
break down more than one text with the same topic.  With respect to writing, in preparation for the new FSA 
Writing Assessment this year, students have been diligently working on developing and strengthening their 
writing skills.  The new assessment requires students to collect and gather details from more than one 
source related to the same topic in order to produce a writing piece that is centered on a main idea or an 
opinion.   

 Our focus in mathematics this quarter will be fractions, decimals, and Geometry and Measure-
ment.  Students will increase understanding of these concepts via the continued practice of multiplication 
and division facts, use of hands-on manipulatives, and real-world problem-solving experiences.  Consistent 
and diligent practice and completion of home-learning tasks and classwork assignments is critical in mas-
tering these skills and concepts. 

In science, students will explore Life Science  and learn about Interdependence (plant and animal behaviors 
and how they both impact the environment),  the flow of energy in an ecosystem (energy pyramid), and 
plant pollination and fertilization.   

 At home and on a daily basis, students are expected to access the district-sponsored online edu-
cational program, iReady to strengthen and reinforce reading and math skills.  Two lessons per subject are 
strongly recommended.  Reflex math is an additional on-line resource that students can access to practice 
fluency in addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts. 

 As Fifth grade enters its third quarter, students will continue working on comprehension and fluency skills and visual elements which 
contribute to meaning, tone or beauty of text while thinking more critically when it comes to analyzing different pieces of texts and correlate con-
nections among those texts.  This school year, fifth grade participates in the FSA Writing Assessment.  They will be strengthening their writing 
skills as they read several text pieces about the same topic and generate a writing piece that summarizes a main idea or an opinion. 

 In the area of math, fifth graders will be working on multiplying mixed numbers and dividing fractions, patterns and graphing, converting 
units of Measurement and Geometry.  These topics can prove to be very challenging for most students.  Therefore, vigilant practice and applica-
tion of taught skills is important for mastery.   

 Science inquiry-based learning will continue as students perform hands-on lab investigations to better understand the scientific method.  
Concepts this quarter will center on Earth Systems and Patterns, Organization and Development of Living Organisms (plant and animal organ 
functions), Interdependence (animal adaptations and the Food Chain). 

 Parents can assist their child at home by ensuring that they log on to i-Ready for both Reading and Math at least three times per week.  
Reflex math is an additional on-line resource that students can access to practice fluency in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division facts. 
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Third Grade 

Fourth Grade 

Fifth Grade 

It takes a team to help 
children succeed. 

Please ensure your child 
gets a good night sleep so 
he/she can be well-rested 
and ready to LEARN. 



 Fulford’s Faculty & Staff  
Building a Winning Team! 

We may be strong as individuals, but  
together we are invincible! 

THE FALCON EXPRESS 
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Mandatory Student Support Websites  

i-Ready (Math and Reading) (www.i-ready.com) 
Reflex Math (Math) (www.reflexmath.com) 
MyOn (Reading) (www.myOn.com) 
Student Texbooks (ebooks) – (Access through MDCP Student Portal) 
www.readingplus.com  (site code: fulfoadmin) (New Version) 
www.thinkcentral.com (Math Only) 
www.explorelearning.com (Interactive Science Experiments) 
www.studyjams.com (Math & Science) 
 

Teachers Collaborating 
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Scholastic Book Fair  

Promote literacy and help your school fundraise! 
Dates: January 26-30, 2015 

Times of Operation: 7:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Location: Media Center 

Price Range:  $4.00 and up 

 

Family Literacy Night 

COME JOIN THE FUN AS YOU LEARN MORE 
INFORMATION ON THE  

FLORIDA STATE STANDARDS AND THE NEW  

ASSESSMENTS 
Date: Wednesday, January 28, 2015 

Time: 6:00 pm – 6:30 pm (Purchase items from the Book Fair) 

6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. (Visit your child’s class-
room)  

 

 

 

Read-alouds 

Prizes 

Refreshments 

Arts and Crafts 
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 Parents’ Corner 
 
 

COMPUTER          
PROGRAMS—  

      I-Ready, Reading Plus, 
MyOn and ReflexMath are 
now available from home. It is 
important to encourage stu-
dents to complete one ses-
sion of each daily. This will 
support reading and math 
skills through online practice.  
The more students read, the 
more they will become famil-
iar with unfamiliar words and 
math strategies.  

Wake-Up with  

Fulford!  

Thursday Morning Coffee. 

Join other parents and administra-
tors for a hot cup of java and re-
freshments the first Thursday of 
every month in Room 128. 
 
2/5/15 —7:45 a.m. 
3/5/15 —7:45 a.m. 
 

EESAC 
The Educational Excel-
lence School Advisory 
Council meets on a bi-

monthly basis 
Media Center at  

7:30 a.m.  
 

Next Meeting:   
February 11, 2015 

Join the Team! 
Become a Member of PTA 

and make a difference.  
Annual dues are $8.00 

Mon. & Tues. 8:30-11:00 a.m. 
Parent Resource Center 

PTA Board/Meeting 
Everyone is welcome to attend 
 

February 18, 2015– 3:30 p.m. 
March 18, 2015– 3:30 p.m. 

PTA Fund Raising 
Activities 

 
 

 Falcon School Spirit    
T-Shirts- $10.00 

 
 After School 

Snacks 
 
 
 Box Tops for  
        Education  
 
 

Parent Resource Center 
Room 128 is available for your use 
from 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. daily. 

See Mr. Charles, our                
Community Involvement Specialist         

BECOME A VOLUNTEER 
See Ms. Washington, our 

school counselor, to find out 
how you can become  
a school volunteer. 

Parent A
cad

emy 

Clas
ses a

re held   

durin
g T

hursd
ay 

    

Morning C
offe

e. 


